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STATEMENT  OB'  BRIGADIER  ARTHUR  SEAFCRTK  BLACKBURN 
The  v/itness  duly  swoun  states 

My  name  is  Arthur  Saaforth  Blackburn;  I  was  born  at  Uocdville 
in  the  State  of  South  Australia  on  25th  day  of  November,  1892. 

I  am  of  Australian  nationality;  my  permanent  home  is  Crafers  In 
the  State  of  South  Australia. 

The  film  "Nippon^Presents"  has  been  made  from  an  original  in 
Java  during  the  Japanese  occupation  by  Japanese  camermen  under 
Japanese  direction  made  film,  which  original  film  I  believe  was 
intended  to  give  a  faked  impression  of  the  treatment  by  the 
Japanese  of  thOi.r  prisoners  of  war  and  of  wemen-internees . 
English,  Australian  and  Du: oh  orisoners  of  war  and  British  and 
Dutch  women  and  children  were  forced  to  oiay  an  act  in  this 
film  in  the  way  as  is  described  by  me  in  the  introduction  of 
the  film  "Nippon  Presents'1'. 

The  original  film  was  captured  after  the  liberation  of  Batavia, 
as  I  am  informed  and  verily  believe,  and  brought  to  Australia, 
where  some  of  the  players,  who  survived  the  ordeal  of  the 
Japanese  camps ,  gathered  at  the  instigation  of  the  Netherlands 
Indies  Film  Unit  to  give  an  idea  of  the  real  occurances  and 
conditions  in  prisoner  of  war  and  women's  camps  in  Java.  This  it 
to  certify  that  the  statements  made  by  me  and' the  other  actors 
in  the  Australian  part  of  the  film  "Nippon  Presents",  i.e.  the 
parts  made  in  Australia  after  the  liberation,  are  given 
according  to  the  truth  as  I  and  my  co-actors  experienced  such 
truth  ourselves. 

I  am  informed  and  verily  believe  that  the  shots  v.'hich  were  inter¬ 
polated  in  Australia  have  partly  been  taken  from  other  Japanese 
films  (not  intended  to  fake  the  real  condition,  but  meant  to 
show  the  Japanese  public  the  might  of  the  Japanese  forces)  and 
for  the  other  part  from  films,  which  were  made  by  Allied  camera¬ 
men  of  the  camps  at  Batavia  after  the  liberation,  when  condition 
in  these  camps  had  already  been  slightly  bettered.  Those  last 
shots  are  not  faked  but  given  according  to  the  truth  as  con¬ 
ditions  were  in  the  end  of  September,  1945. 

/s/  Arthur  S.  Blackburn 

Brig. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me 
on  board 

on  this  21st  day  of  October  1946. 

/s/  S.  H.  Crawford 

Commander  R.A.N.R. 
Commanding  Officer 
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